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The Defence Policy of the Republic of Armenia

by Davit Tonoyan, First Deputy Minister of Defence
For the past two decades armed conflicts in the Caucasus have made world news headlines on numerous occasions. With the collapse of the Soviet Union, conflicts spread across post-Soviet countries like an epidemic. Since the ceasefire was signed with Azerbaijan regarding the Nagorno-Karabakh War on 12 May 1994, one can say that in 17 years not much has changed in the political and military environment of Armenia. The Nagorno-Karabakh conflict is still ongoing, with periodic violations of cease fire regime along the line of contact. The blockade from the Turkish side is still in place and the internal political situation in Georgia is again unstable, which is a disturbing factor for Armenia as it is heavily dependent on cargo shipments which pass through the territory of Georgia. The situation in Iran is worsening in the context of its relations with many of Armenia’s partner nations, which may affect heavily Armenia, if that tension evolves into an armed conflict.

The perpetual threat of war exists in the South Caucasus region. In this region, Armenia’s strategic partner is the Russian Federation, Georgia’s is the United States (US) and Azerbaijan’s is Turkey. In the political and military context, a full-scale foreign invasion is still a possibility. Nonetheless, Armenia manages to uphold its principles of complementary foreign policy. This is a policy of balanced relations with all the centres of power. This policy can be considered a successful one, as Armenia remains in relative peace. Moreover, Armenia is quite possibly the only country in the world that has a Russian military base in its territory, continues its active membership in the Collective Security Treaty Organisation (CSTO), yet Armenia’s relationship with NATO is at a level short of membership. This complementary foreign policy is clearly articulated in the defence cooperation that the Armenian Armed Forces have with all the world’s power centres. Within the political and military context, it is a widely accepted truth that when a state is involved in an unresolved military conflict, the Armed Forces tend to play a decisive role in the making of the foreign policy of the country.
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